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Abstract 
This paper moves from the idea that a deeper and more realistic knowledge of the immigration in Italy is necessarily based on 
local studies of this phenomenon. Above all, it is important to carefully analyze the situation of foreigners who fit into local 
community to find the special features of their settlement that must be taken into account in order to build and plan integration 
policies really effective and appropriate to the local context. In the wake of these considerations, I will introduce a brief survey 
on the presence and integration of foreigners in Molise region. More precisely, I will examine some recent statistics that allow to 
outline the main socio-demographic characteristics of the foreign population resident in the region and also to consider some 
aspects concerning the inclusion of foreigners in the local labor market. Finally, I will explain some events in order to point out 
some possible directions for the social integration of foreigners in the region. In this way, Molise could be a pilot region for the 
effective inclusion of immigrants. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Education and Research Center. 
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1. The Immigration Phenomenon in Italy and the Importance of Studies on the Territory 
The immigration phenomenon represents already one of the fundamental features in Italy and the number of 
foreigners here will increase, in spite of the global financial crisis. 
As a consequence, the settlement of more and more varied groups of foreigners has deeply changed the features 
of the Peninsula population. In this regard, recent statistical studies reported that Italian births decrease and local 
population ages, whereas working-age foreigners and immigrants births increase. In later years, total resident 
population (Italians and foreigners) in Italy increased (ISTAT, 2013, p. 4), thanks to foreign residents. It is clear that 
 
 
* Gianna Pasquale Tel.: +39 3201862842. 
E-mail address: giannapasquale@yahoo.it 
 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Education and Research Center.
1180   Gianna Pasquale /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  197 ( 2015 )  1179 – 1182 
Italy became a multi-ethnic and multicultural country, which needs foreigners in order to grow not just 
demographically. 
Therefore, it is necessary to analyse the immigration phenomenon in Italy in order to understand its features and, 
above all, to think about how we can realize foreigners’ social integration in this country, based on dialogue between 
cultures and finalized to a peaceful coexistence (Giusti, 2004; Pinto Minerva, 2002; Portera, 2003; Silva, 2008). 
In this perspective, I think that to deeply know immigration in Italy, focusing the attention on the territorial 
dimension of this phenomenon is needed. In other words, national data are of great importance to have an overview, 
but local analysis data allow getting a real picture of the immigrants’ situation, that does not often emerge from 
general investigation and from national tendencies. Furthermore, there is a growing belief that an integration model 
that works for every social contexts does not exist. Rather, local migratory processes peculiarities and specific 
sociocultural features need the development of integration models appropriated to territorial requests and also 
respectful of common standards (Saltarelli, 2009, p. 315). 
Having these assumptions, my intention is to consider the local context of Molise. According to the ISTAT data, 
Molise is the last Italian region in terms of foreign residents: on 1st January 2013 the number of foreigners was 
9,110, namely 2.9% of total residents. In Italy the resident foreign population was 4,387,721, namely 7.4% of the 
whole population (ISTAT, 2013, p. 1). Although the foreign presence in Molise is small, this should not lead to 
underestimate the impact that the international mobility had in this small region because the foreign residents 
increased by 11.8% in 2012 (Lombardi, 2013, p. 430), that is more than 3.6 percentage points above the national 
average (equal to 8.2%). 
Considering these data, Molise requires attentive analysis, like every other region, because there is no doubt that 
a precise and deep analysis of the immigration phenomenon in the region would outline the varied picture of 
immigration in Italy and, above all, such analysis allows to think about an aware path of effective social integration 
policies, suitable for local context. 
The purpose of this paper is to briefly analyse some of the main socio-demographic characteristics of foreign 
residents in Molise, with particular reference to their inclusion in the labour market (par. 2). Then, some recent 
episodes that seem to draw some possible paths for integration and development of Molise will be touched on (par. 
3). 
 
2. Foreigners in Molise as a Potential Workforce 
Analysing the information provided by ISTAT (www.demo.istat.it) regarding foreign residents in the two 
provinces of Molise, it is important to underline that at the beginning of 2013, the province of Campobasso recorded 
the highest number of immigrants. They were 6,577 units (72.2% of total foreigners) compared to 2,533 units in the 
province of Isernia (27.8%).  
In addition, it is interesting to note that in the three region municipalities that on 1st January 2013 registered the 
largest number of non-Italian citizens, Termoli – the biggest town situated on the coast – was placed in the first 
position with 1,149 foreign residents, followed by the two province capitals: Campobasso (806 foreigners) and 
Isernia (767). This record could be explained in light of a higher demand for foreign workforce on the coast.  
In Molise, as in the rest of Italy, foreign women are more numerous than males. In effect, on 1st January 2013 the 
foreign females residing in the region were 5,265 compared with 3,845 males. In terms of percentage composition, 
immigrant women were 57.8% of the resident foreign population (www.demo.istat.it). 
Regarding the origin of foreigners residing in the region (Lombardi, 2013, p. 430), on 1st January 2013 the non-
EU residents were 4,835 (53.1% of the foreign population registered in Molise). The largest communities were 
Moroccan (with 1,201 units), Albanian (852) and Ukraine (491), although the Romanian community was certainly 
ranked in the first place, because on 1st January 2011 it counted already 3,112 units in Molise (Caritas & Migrates 
2013, p. 37). 
Furthermore, analysing some data on the foreigners’ workforce in Molise, it should be pointed out that foreign-
born workers who have worked for at least one day in Molise were 10,257 and 4,534 of which were women, namely 
44.2% of foreigners employed in the region (Demaio, 2013, p. 306). According to the Report of the Ministry of 
Labour (2013, p. 51), in 2012 Molise was the last Italian region in terms of foreign occupation (it recorded 0.2% of 
the total employment of foreigners in Italy). This is not surprising, considering that the overall share of Italian plus 
foreign employment in the region is 0.5%, that is one of the lowest in Italy. 
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However, examining the situation of foreign workers divided by areas of employment, it came to light that on 
31st December 2012 in Molise 48.8% of foreign-born workers were employed in the Services sector, 31.4% into 
Industries and, finally, 15.9% in the field of Agriculture (more than 3.9% is not attributed) (Demaio, 2013, p. 306). 
Thus, the Services sector is the most attractive for foreign workers who concentrate on the one hand in the Hotels 
and Tourism sector, especially on the coast of Molise (Marinaro & Pittau, 2011, p. 157) and on the other hand, in the 
activities concerning Assistance and Care to families (Cicchetti & Perrella, 2011, p. 106). 
 
3. Towards a Model of Integration for the Future of Molise 
The picture just sketched above reveals that Molise does not seem to offer many job opportunities suited for 
foreigners requests, although the immigrants continue to arrive and they may contribute to the development of the 
region. Therefore, it is necessary to plan joint policies for the welcome and the integration of foreigners in the social 
context of Molise. In this perspective, it is worth mentioning some recent episodes that may suggest the direction to 
move to, in order to build these integration policies. 
When in 2011 the national humanitarian emergency exploded due to the extraordinary arrival of foreigners 
coming from North Africa, Molise, like other Italian regions, took part to the program for welcoming of immigrants 
(Marinaro & Pittau, 2011, p. 161). After these urgent measures were carried out, the Italian government tried to 
unify the different foreigners welcoming models experienced in the Country – such as the CARA (which are the first 
reception centres for asylum seekers) – reducing them to the SPRAR model, System of Protection for Asylum 
Seekers and Refugees†, considered a “best practice” in Europe (Council of Ministers, 2013, p. 1). In fact, this System 
not only provides measures of assistance and protection to migrants, but above all it promotes individualized 
integration paths to ensure that each foreigner acquires a full independence (Olivieri, 2013, p. 142). 
For this purpose, since December 2012, the SPRAR system has been extended several times and in particular in 
Molise there are 18 municipalities that will participate (from 2014 to 2016) to projects for the reception of almost 
three hundred refugees. 
In addition, the Ministry of Interior is still checking the possibility of transforming the temporary village of San 
Giuliano di Puglia – built for local people displaced by the earthquake of 2002 – in a "Hub" centre of first reception 
for foreign asylum seekers. As an alternative to the CARA ones, this is a centre that should provide to immigrants 
several services (general information, social-work orientation guide, legal assistance for the formalization of the 
asylum application) before they are inserted into the SPRAR system (Council of Ministers, 2013, p. 2). 
There is a debate about the feasibility of the “Hub” centre and the SPRAR system in Molise, with regard of the 
impact on small communities, the economic return and the consequences in terms of employment that such measures 
could bring. Many people approve these measures, thinking about solidarity and cultural enrichment, but mostly 
because foreigners could repopulate the small rural villages of Molise now depopulated, as occurred in the fifteenth 
century in some areas of the region (Marinaro & Pittau, 2011, p. 163). In those days, groups of Rom, Croats and 
Albanians, pressed by the Ottoman Turks’ invasions, were forced to cross the Adriatic Sea and found concrete 
possibilities of settlement in Molise that was depopulated because of the earthquake of 1456 and the plague of 1495 
(Novi Chavarria, 2007;  Sarno, 2009, pp. 23-51). 
Therefore, Molise could become now a pilot region (Frate, 2014), an experimental territory to achieve an 
effective foreigners’ integration that could also encourage the development of the region: that is why Molise needs to 
be studied in the next years. 
 
   
 
 
†  The System of Protection for Asylum Seekers and Refugees (SPRAR) was created by the Law No. 189/2002 and it is comprised of local 
bodies  that cooperate in order to implement projects for “integrated reception”. For more information see the official website: 
www.serviziocentrale.it 
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